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Abstract: We investigated the composition of the stomach contents of 138 longnose lancetfish (4lepisaurus ferox) collected from
September 2017 to January 2018 by the Chinese Longline Fisheries Observer Programme in the western tropical Pacific Ocean
(165°45'E—178°00'W, 03°02'S—18°34'S). A total of 61 species from 44 families, belonging to six prey groups (Fish, Mollusca, Crus-
tacea, Polychaeta, Cnidaria and Thaliacea) were identified. Cannibalism and plastic debris ingestion were also observed. The ob-
tained values of Shannon-Wiener diversity index ("), Pielou evenness index (/') and dominance index (D) of 4. ferox's diet compos-
ition were 2.71, 0.67 and 0.12, respectively. The result of index of relative importance (IRI) analysis indicates that Mollusca was the
dominant prey with IRI of 7 573.31 which accounted for 53.11% of total IRI. At family level, Sternoptychidae, Alepisauridae, Carin-
ariidae, Pterotracheidae, Bolitaenidae, Onychoteuthidae, Oplophoridae, Platyscelidae, Eurytheneidae and Alciopidae were the most
important preys of A. ferox.
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Tab.1 Food composition of longnose lancetfish

IR Ko Fitit/g AR
food species number mass occurrence frequency

142 Fish 131 1855.07 39
¥t} Sternoptychidae 76 303.26 31
LS (8 it Sternoptyx pseudobscura 22 155.21 13
¥t Sternoptyx diaphana 47 108.97 21
PR 7501 Argyropelecus aculeatus 4 32.38 3

F 4R 750 Argyropelecus gigas 3 6.70 3

;T %48} Myctophidae 4 9.33 4
X198 Myctophum spp. 4 9.33 4
&80 Grammicolepididae 6 6.27 3
SEEZ I Xenolepidichthys dalgleishi 6 6.27 3

F i &7} Parazenidae 1 4.60 1
LI IR IR Cyttopsis rosea 1 4.60 1
L 1R} Alepisauridae 6 1389.35 5
WL 21 Alepisaurus ferox 3 1310.00 3
HER . Omosudis lowii 3 79.35 2
¥4 7} Paralepididae 7 11.61 4
BRI 1 Lestidium spp. 7 11.61 4
HIEE (LAl Trachipteridae 1 5.00 1
Z Y H B . Desmodema polystictum 1 5.00 1

W EEEEL Nomeidae 1 4.88 1
By 38 L Psenes cyanophrys 1 4.88 1
5%} Bramidae 5 5.90 2
5 8jj Brama spp. 4 4.70 2
AN 1] Pterycombus petersii 1 1.20 1
IEERE Gempylidae 10 35.99 7
TeHesiE Nesiarchus nasutus 6 28.55 6
=SS Nealotus tripes 2 4.74 1
ZRITHTUEES Neoepinnula orientalis 2 2.70 2

i f B} Trichiuridae 2 48.50 2
K4 J1 7 fi. Assurger anzac 2 48.50 2
XY fERL Chiasmodontidae 2 7.21 2
i AN g Chiasmodon braueri 2 7.21 2
SRR faF} Melanocetidae 2 1.88 1
PR Melanocetus sp. 2 1.88 1
R4 IREREL Anoplogastridae 1 10.50 1
KA R R4 IRER Anoplogaster brachycera 1 10.50 1

FZE AL Molidae 3 0.42 1
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FR1 to be continued
[eEdLiES Ko Fit/g Hh IR
food species number mass occurrence frequency
KAKBI 4l Ranzania laevis 1 0.20 1
BH 4t Mola mola 2 0.32 1
6FARL4h A& Bothidae larva 1 5.60 1
FUe 5 12 unidentified fish 3 4.77 3
A3 Mollusca 457 3155.95 47
JeH 8 Carinariidac 264 711.46 33
5 YR Carinaria cristata 29 89.20 9
Carinaria lamarckii 190 509.06 30
Carinaria sp. 45 113.20 7
FAGIEF Pterotracheidae 108 533.72 22
Pterotrachea sp. 108 533.72 22
2P} Cavoliniidae 14 12.60 7
Cavolinia spp. 14 12.60 7
FKERIEARE Amphitretidae 6 148.50 6
IKBFWY Amphitretus pelagicus 6 148.50 6
PAFEIE AR} Bolitaenidae 17 269.58 11
ALY Bolitaena pygmaea 2 9.20 2
BN Japetella diaphana 15 260.38 9
1% SFL Sepiolidae 3 11.80 3
B FR R0 20, Heteroteuthis hawaiiensis 3 11.80 3
5§&l Cycloteuthidae 2 4.00 2
35 50, Discoteuthis discus 2 4.00 2
L% %R} Histioteuthidae 1 856.00 1
AL Histioteuthis hoylei 1 856.00 1
/DK EERL Cranchiidae 5 57.56 4
KVFEIE B Leachia pacifica 1 52.00 1
J& LW, Sandalops melancholicus 4 5.56 3
FL#} Chiroteuthidae 7 9.63 5
WA S Grimalditeuthis bonplandi 7 9.63 5
JE AL Onychoteuthidae 16 390.60 12
45T Walvisteuthis virilis 1 85.00 1
Callimachus rancureli 13 232.30 9
BRI, Onychoteuthis
meridiopacifica 2 7330 2
ZfaFl Ommastrephidae 2 32.78 2
B E N ZE . Nototodarus hawaiiensis 2 32.78 2
TR IHF Lycoteuthidae 1 0.82 1
YT 508 Lampadioteuthis megaleia 1 0.82 1

K ZF} Pyroteuthidae 2 2.70 2
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FR1 to be continued
[eEdLiES How Fitt/g HEEIE718/¢
food species number mass occurrence frequency
ZEFLIY Pterygioteuthis gemmata 2 2.70 2
A58 3k J£ S unidentified Cephalopods 9 114.20 7
H7E 81 Crustacea 373 261.26 39
it YRRl Enoplometopidae 1 0.65 1
TEFNR Enoplometopus sp. 1 0.65 1
HUFR} Oplophoridae 143 146.18 8
MBI Oplophorus typus 143 146.18 8
XTUFEl Penaeidae 2 6.20 2
R Mg SRR} unidentified Penaeidae 2 6.20 2
PRIFE} Sergestidae 20 1.50 1
PRI Sergestes sp. 20 1.50 1
A5 MRS unidentified shrimps 4 9.59 2
TEIELA crab larvae 3 0.77 2
HRlERL Squillidae 1 0.50 1
A FE UF unidentified Squillidae 1 0.50 1
LA} Phronimidae 14 7.00 10
T JE YR Phronima sedentaria 14 7.00 10
/NPIE} Lanceolidae 25 11.43 11
Hrla] /NP Lanceola intermedia 25 11.43 11
FE R} Platyscelidae 77 47.52 17
URTE S RIS, Platyscelus ovoides 77 47.52 17
Eurytheneidae 81 29.02 15
Eurythenes sp. 81 29.02 15
2% Polychaeta 359 80.96 30
TP #F} Alciopidae 359 80.96 30
FHLZh#H Cnidaria 8 3.40 4
TR 5 WU 7K BB} unidentified Diphyidae 3 3.40 4
#ERIJE Thaliacea 26 33.85 16
M 5E K AR BB} unidentified Pyrosomatidae 9 2421 6
A E A BEASAL unidentified Salpidae 17 9.64 11
HAth other 13 19.31 7
SR total 1364 5409.38 57
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Fig.2 Stomach contents of some longnose lancetfish

A. Leachia pacifica; B. Anoplogaster brachycera; C. Chiasmodon braueri; D. Carinaria lamarckii; E. Argyropelecus aculeatus;
F. Sternoptyx pseudobscura; G. Omosudis lowii; H. Assurger anzac

R2 MHEESMEEXST

Tab.2 Major groups of stomach contents of longnose lancetfish

ESii B H AL B |4 L B X EREEAREL 47 LA E R
group N% W% F% IRI IRI%
2% Fish 9.58 34.29 68.42 3001.90 21.07
¥ ta A} Sternoptychidae 5.56 5.61 54.39 607.24 10.13
ST 905} Myctophidae 0.29 0.17 7.02 3.26 0.05
2 48%} Grammicolepididae 0.44 0.12 5.26 2.93 0.05
B8l Parazenidae 0.07 0.09 1.75 0.28 *
87 B} Alepisauridae 0.44 25.68 8.77 229.16 3.82
74 1Bl Paralepididae 0.51 0.21 7.02 5.11 0.09
H1#& 2B} Trachipteridae 0.07 0.09 1.75 0.29 *
WEEERFL Nomeidae 0.07 0.09 1.75 0.29 *
1568} Bramidae 0.37 0.11 351 1.67 0.03
IEEER} Gempylidae 0.73 0.67 12.28 17.17 0.29
Atk Trichiuridae 0.15 0.90 3.51 3.66 0.06
N5 e R} Chiasmodontidae 0.15 0.13 3.51 0.98 0.02
R0 R} Melanocetidae 0.15 0.03 1.75 0.32 0.01
R4 IREHEL Anoplogastridae 0.07 0.19 1.75 0.47 0.01

4R Molidae 0.22 0.01 1.75 0.40 0.01
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&R 2 to be continued
Eiid Bomdat  FEasa mIUEER M EEREE F 53 LA B AR 4
group N% W% F% IRI IR1%

5} Bothidae 0.07 0.10 1.75 0.31 0.01
M5 12 unidentified fish 0.22 0.09 5.26 1.62 0.03
BAKBNH) Molusca 33.43 58.34 82.46 7573.31 53.11
JeB IR} Carinariidae 19.31 13.15 57.89 1.881.99 31.37
FATIEL Pterotracheidae 7.90 9.87 38.60 686.42 11.44
6 12F} Cavoliniidae 1.02 0.23 12.28 15.47 0.26
JKFEHEAL Amphitretidae 0.44 2.75 10.53 33.53 0.56
P} Bolitaenidae 1.24 498 19.30 120.23 2.01
i3k R} Sepiolidae 0.22 0.22 5.26 2.31 0.04
[5 5 &} Cycloteuthidae 0.15 0.07 3.51 0.77 0.01
L2 04 Histioteuthidae 0.07 15.82 1.75 27.89 0.47
/ML SR} Cranchiidae 0.37 1.06 7.02 10.04 0.17
F LW #} Chiroteuthidae 0.51 0.18 8.77 6.06 0.10
JUE A} Onychoteuthidae 1.17 7.22 21.05 176.71 2.95
F4a Bl Ommastrephidae 0.15 0.61 3.51 2.64 0.04
REWF} Lycoteuthidae 0.07 0.02 1.75 0.16 *
KA Pyroteuthidae 0.15 0.05 3.51 0.69 0.01
Fe 452 3k £ 2 unidentified Cephalopod 0.66 2.11 12.28 34.03 0.57
FFE51¥) Crustacea 27.29 4.83 68.42 2201.50 15.42
Tl A} Enoplometopidae 0.07 0.11 1.75 0.15 *
JAUFAL Oplophoridae 10.46 2.70 14.04 185.07 3.08
YR} Penaeidae 0.15 0.11 3.51 0.92 0.02
HRIER} Squillidae 0.07 0.01 1.75 0.14 *
PR} Sergestidae 1.46 0.03 1.75 2.62 0.04
TEAANK crab larvae 0.22 0.01 3.51 0.82 0.01
{HI B} Phronimidae 1.02 0.13 17.54 20.28 0.34
INF AL Lanceolidae 1.83 0.21 19.30 39.45 0.66
Fe BRIl Platyscelidae 5.63 0.88 29.82 194.56 3.24
Eurytheneidae 5.93 0.54 26.32 170.39 2.84
A M58 7226 unidentified Crustacea 0.44 0.19 5.26 3.34 0.06
% %2 Polychaeta 26.26 1.50 52.63 1 464.02 10.25
FUHEL Alciopidae 26.26 1.50 52.63 1 464.02 24.38
JilEzh4 Cnidaria 0.59 0.06 7.02 4.56 0.03
WAz K B1EL Diphyidae 0.59 0.06 7.02 456 0.08
1525 Thaliacea 1.90 0.63 28.07 71.07 0.50
AR #} unidentified Pyrosomatidae 0.66 0.45 10.53 11.66 0.19
AHEF} Salpidae 1.24 0.18 19.30 27.49 0.46
HiAth other 0.95 0.36 12.28 16.09 0.11

. * IRI%<0.01
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Tab.3 Comparison of stomach contents of longnose lancetfish from different sea areas

BT P REDEE S #‘Wfﬁif”é (ﬁﬁ}f D
survey sea area western Indian Ocean  eastern Indian Ocean Coral Sea western frop '1ca 3ME " North Pacific Ocean
Ocean (this paper)
FEA R sample size 106 28 7 57 1022
ZH¥ group W%  N% W%  N% W%  N% W% — N% W%  N%
6% Fish 58.02 22.42 - 2173 - 40.12 3429 9.8 66.67 25.56
R i s s 8 g 8 Wiy
fwpl 2142 344 Lkt - 549 GER - 756 fwp 561 556 gl 1318 12.53
g 8 Mg . AL L
wpl 625 426 gm - 244 Rt - 407 gl 2568 044 fagl 2756 246
FE g . N o LN
R 265 442 BERL - 232 gen - 233 EEEIRL 067 073 ey 159 612
Ak BhY Mollusca 8.18 1227 - 2637 - 2326 58.34 3343 21.33 10.05
K Teis B o pi €8
i) 1.74 131 g - 1575 oLl - 3.49 12 13.15 1931 IR} 6.66 1.46
. Jj =2 Jed WA Jei
> N _ —
B 1.03 229 R 3.17 2R} 2.33 125 9.98 7.90 g 198 6.27
falsR
R 089 2062 IR - 110 Eéz%r% - 174 i&ﬁr 722 117 ﬁﬂy}zﬁ 231 044
LY SR
H 72 51%) Crustacean 3259 49.92 - 4737 - 3198 483 2729 7.94 3415
gé;g 31.16 16.04 EME - 2580 BFME - 1221 HIEFE 270 1046  HE 399 1838
i Tl FEhE i D
sl 064 1751 ypm - 17700 grmy - 930 gemy 088 563 AR 230 7.23
2 R R Eurythe- i
iEe 025 998 iR — 122 EBRE - 233 neidae 054 593 WL 098 4.34
£ %2 Polychaetes 041 9.82 - 452 - 465 1.50  26.26 408 30.26

2yl B2l
- - - g% 1.50 26.26 g% 4.08 30.26
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Note: —. no data; *. Cavoliniidae, Onychoteuthidae and Octopolidae are with the same N%.
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Tab.4 Size of principal preys recorded in stomachs of longnose lancetfish

K (n=67, 9437%)

F5esh® (n=355, 95.17%) fa2s (=126, 96.18%)

Wl Cephalopoda Crustacea Fish
prey JiiK:/mm e/ mm XA /mm
mantle length body length fork length
KL length range 12.6~125.1 17.1~84.1 8.3~702.5
FHEEpRHER: X£SD 45.5+23.1 30.1+10.4 68.6+97.8

T ST B AR S sz Le )

Note: *. number and percentage of individuals measured for each prey

AMFF AR LR R, Tl A ouisg
B TIGRE FEEM (Phronima sedentaria) FUBAR 75
i (Argyropelecus aculeatus), X 1] HESE: K A IR
TERE R RV EY G A A B3R, I HERE
RPN T —E K, NITFECA5E Y hE
HEAEE o WL S B BTSRRI R 1R L AE LA
FEAREBRZE Fp T P Rl X AT B S AR
FEAE R AR T B R A7~ WLl £ 15 A T AR A E
it s AR G, A, AHIFFE Hh VR AR fa
PEAE YR I IR 2R 0 D Fe AR LR e, it
— LB T PG o B R AT R 1 R T
33 BEFEESREEBEERSEY

XS E E YIRS AT T HAT EOK BN
ARG DL, I AT R X Gl e A= Wi A 7
VAN TEDY AR AR G e £ 2 A0 R A fr L
H % (Prionace glauca) %, B & YA 2R/ HIH
TORRBER, MELL S BARIET ) i L £ 5%
EVERE)T HE S YRHCREAL, SR AL ST
BEP B R S R G S A
TERE, AT TE I A W R A e RNV Vg Y W 584
AB0] R RR g s L S HY R 271,
WR IR E SR . JFHIUS T IRFRSE I 1R
EHERE S (Leachia pacifica). 7KBEIE | AN S
WL AR SV e i A AR = AR A R (Anoplogaster
brachycera) & KIEVEIRIBYIFEA . TEAL SR HE
DR A X LA AR AR K SE R A, DAL ] s st L
Wi R ARAT IR S AR IAEAS . A GBS A IR
U £ 5 HA R 2R B S AR, e
Ve B S A IEE AR AR S, HE S
28 A S WA AT DA B A — i Bk s RUBE A v
RO AR R A B TR A,
WAL 2 15 5 b 2 I B SERE R IR e, A

AW b B SR ARFIB R AR 28 5, X ] i
TSR GG RO BE SR A A

T IR A OBR, AT R T 1R
— iR 4 A R R LT AR, R B
iV o 4 AT AEAN IR ) <55 A £ SE 2R i L s
LT AR A, SRR R TAE, b
HE S YRR L B 2 AR AR B0, AT B 2
o T gl A PR AR A R

Bift: Biff “2HF 757 F “2i 65" £aLs
B AR R AR R (R, EA) KREH KGO F
Bd, B# LEBEFRFIFKE. Richard Kindong. 7K
B X B RATERT AL &G S RE R F LI L2
T 935 h !
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